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TEXT:  Genesis 28:10,11,13,14 
THEME:  RENEWED BY THE PROMISES OF GOD 

1. God Comes to Sinners  2.  God Promises a Savior for All 
 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  When he reached a certain place, he 
stopped for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones there, 
he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. (Genesis 28:10-11). 
 
Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
It’s an unlikely place to find the house of God.  The location is identified as “a certain 
place.”  Even Google Maps needs a little more information than that to get you there.  It 
was an indefinite place about 70 miles from home.  The time was after sunset; it was 
dark.  The accommodations were not the most comfortable.  Jacob had dirt for a 
mattress and a rock for a pillow.  Yet by early the next morning, Jacob, heir to the 
promises of God to Abraham, would call this place the house of God.  With the ground 
for a bed and a rock for a pillow, Jacob had heaven because God was there. 
 
It wasn’t for the best of reasons that Jacob found himself in this lonely, isolated place.  
He had recently stolen the blessing of Abraham from his brother, Esau, by deceiving his 
aging and blind father, Isaac, with the help of his conniving mother, Rebekah.  Simply 
stated, Jacob found himself in this lonely, isolated place because of sin—his sin.  He 
was fleeing for his life from Esau’s rage.  He would be away from his homeland for 20 
years. 
 
GOD COMES TO SINNERS 
But he who keeps track of the sparrows knows exactly where each one of his children is 
to be found, even after they have sinned, even when they have made a mess of things, 
even when they are in trouble.  Outwardly, this certain place in the dark of the night with 
no one else around may have appeared God-forsaken.  But God is everywhere.  God 
knew exactly where Jacob was and what he was going through.  As the story unfolds, 
we see that in this place, which Jacob would call Bethel, the house of God, Jacob would 
receive amazing, undeserved blessings from his Savior.  Jacob’s Lord would come to 
give him forgiveness, renewal, and assurance. 
 
There are times in our lives when we find ourselves in such a “certain place,” a certain 
place in life where there is darkness and little comfort.  We find ourselves in such a 
place because of our sins.  Sin makes any place lonely, dark, and comfortless.  But we 
soon find out that we are in God’s house.  He not only knows where we are but he 
comes to us where we are, even though we sin.  He comes in his Word and sacraments 
to forgive, renew, and assure us in our faith.  That makes that place “God’s house.”  
What a comfort to know that we are God’s house right now! 
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When God came to Jacob, he renewed his promises to Jacob, even though Jacob had 
sinned by stealing the blessing of Abraham.  God told Jacob, “I will give you and your 
descendants the land on which you are lying.  Your descendants will be like the 
dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north 
and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your 
offspring” (Gn 28:13-14).  But it was taking a while for that promise to be fulfilled. 
 
One hundred years is a long time.  Few people live to be a hundred years old; we have 
only one in our congregation.  Few businesses have a centennial anniversary.  Things 
change over the course of a hundred years.  However, God’s promises do not change.  
Ever!  That includes the promise, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you 
and your offspring.”  That is God’s promise of a Savior, A SAVIOR FOR ALL. 
 
Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham, received this promise at age 75.  He died at age 175.  
Abraham believed and cherished this promise for a hundred years.  During those one 
hundred years, Isaac and his son Jacob were born.  After Abraham died, God gave this 
promise of a Savior directly first to Isaac then to Jacob.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
had this promise for well over a hundred years by the time Jacob received it here 
personally from his Lord.  Jacob believed this promise all his life.  In it he found God’s 
promise of forgiveness and eternal life in heaven. 
 
The offspring of Jacob through whom all peoples on earth would be blessed is Jesus.  
And we are!  In spite of our best efforts, we cannot overcome our sin problem.  With 
Paul we confess that we don’t do the good we want to do and we do the evil we don’t 
want to do.  We say bad words or hurtful words before we realize that they have come 
out of our mouths.  We lie so easily when it seems to suit our purposes.  We know our 
neighbor’s needs after he or she loses a job but offer little more than, “That’s too bad!” 
 
The unchanging Word of God comes sweeter than honey:  “The blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  “In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7).  “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).  Through these words, God brings the promise 
of the Savior directly to each of us. 
 
We know this for sure because Jesus came to die for all.  The Bible assures us that 
Jesus “is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).  Indeed, God provides a blessing for all 
peoples of the earth of all time in Jesus and his death on the cross.  In God’s Savior for 
all, we find God’s Savior for us.  Amen. 


